The paper shows that most women in Zimbabwe and especially in the study area suffer from insecurity in the land since they do not have secure title to land under the new resettlement. The results from the research which was carried out using semi-structured interviews with 40 female farmers show that the majority of women farmers (50%) were not allocated land directly by Ministry of Lands and Rural resettlement but got land through a male contact. However, some women were successful small-scale farmers and, together with the majority, expressed the need to secure individual title to the land which they cultivate. Such empowerment of women would require cooperation from the government who have the power to allocate land to women, especially to single women, divorcees and widows, who tend to be marginalised. 
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INTRODUCTION
Land in Zimbabwe is the core factor of production and one of the three basic resources, next to people and time. It is the backbone of the agriculture-based economy, and as such a sensitive matter.
Since the 1970s, there has been a great concern by governments in developing countries on the condition of women in agricultural policies and Rural Development Programmes (RDPs) (Endely, 1991) . The concern by policy makers and governments is that these programmes have tended to discriminate against women in most developing countries, especially those in Africa. They tend to favour the men folk yet women are the major food producers (Gaidzanwa, 2011) . This is a situation that exists in Zimbabwe even though the government through its land policies is trying to address the issue. Women in Zimbabwe are still denied equal access to means of production such as land, credit, appropriate technology and extension services as evidenced from the from their sentiments.
Although historically land has been treated as a common property resource in many African societies, there is an increasing shift to individual ownership resulting from the process of modernization and commercialization. While this change is taking place it is observed that women farmers are being limited in having access to or ownership of land and other productive resources although they continue to do most of the farm work (Gittinger, 1990) . Rural women have been adversely affected in terms of accessing and controlling agricultural land in Zimbabwe (Kurebwa, 2013) .
The study adopts an extensive definition of land access, as the processes by which women, individually gain opportunities to occupy and use land (primarily for productive purposes but also other economic and social purposes), whether on a temporary or permanent basis. These processes include participation in both formal and informal markets, land access through kinship and social networks, including the transmission of land rights through inheritance and within families, and land allocation by the state and other authorities with control over land.
Rural women are resourceful economic agents who contribute to the income of families and the growth of communities in a multitude of ways.
They work as entrepreneurs, as farm and nonfarm labourers, in family businesses, for others and as self-employed; while they take on a disproportionate share of unpaid work at home. However, their contribution is limited by unequal access to resources as well as persistent discrimination and gender norms which need to be addressed to allow the realisation of their full potential (Kurebwa, 2015) .This study focuses on a particular attention that has been drawn from the performance of women in the agricultural sector in light of their status quo under new resettlement system. According to Paradza (2010) posits that secure rights to land are also a basis for shelter, for access to services and for civic and political participation. They are also a source of financial security, as collateral to raise credit or as a transferable asset that can be sold, rented out, mortgaged, loaned or bequeathed. Moreover, secure access to land creates incentives for the user to invest labour and other resources in it, so as to maintain or enhance its value and sustain its productivity, and to access social and economic development opportunities.
Justification of the study

Purpose of the study
The major purpose of the study is to examine the position of women in accessing land for agricultural purposes under the new resettlements. This is so bearing in mind that women are the major players in the production of food crops while men own most of the land and probably also control what crops are grown for selling and also how the money realised is spent. 
Research Questions
The following questions were asked in trying to understand the relationship of women and land in resettlement areas:- Cross (1999) argues that women's insecurestatus in land transactions leads to exploitation by men and affects all kinds of landrelated activity.
For women, land serves as security against poverty -a means to basic needs (Ngubane, 1999 (Ahmad and Loutfi, 1982) . It is contended by Muntemba (1989) From the point of view of the customary law in Africa, Muntemba (1989) argues that African women in matrilineal societies held more secure rights in the land which they cultivated than those in patrilineal societies.
In the latter societies, women were usually able to access land through male relatives, whether husbands, brothers or uncles. Manuh (1989) is also of the view that in most parts of pre-colonial Africa, women's use rights in land were usually inferior to those of men.
However, in matrilineal systems, women, like men, had usufructuary rights in land.
These rights could be exercised when they were single, during the marriage, upon divorce or widowhood; and women could inherit land and pass it on to their children.
Married women whose husbands stayed in the wife's village (uxorilocal residence as per the custom in matrilineal groups) were able to acquire and own land over which their husbands had no rights or control. This land was obtained from their matrikin, although husbands could also give them plots of land.
On the other hand, women did not inherit land in their own right in patrilineal societies, and could not pass it on to their own children in these cases where they inherited half the amount of land, which their brothers did as was the case among the Anlo of Southern Ghana (Manuh, 1989 provision that each village member should be allocated a separate plot of land. In some cases, women were worse off in some settlement schemes than they were in their matrilineal villages (Manuh, 1989) .
In this regard, Munachonga (1987) (Mvunga, 1982) .
Writing about contemporary trends regarding tenure and gender in Sub-Saharan Africa, Birgegard (1993) which is allocated to women for food production, is reduced in preference to land, which is retained by husbands for cash crops.
In Kenya, for instance, Birgegard (1993) observes that law defines men's rights in the Usually, such bundle of rights for women do not guarantee the right to rent, lease, sell or bequeath, and therefore, the breadth of security of tenure as well as the duration of tenure are a matter of concern for women (Fortmann, 1998) . As a result of these insecure rights in land, the fruits of a woman's labour on the land often belong to her husband and not to her. The husband may appropriate the proceeds from sale of the crop and women may not have the ability to influence the distribution of the produce and income from her husband's fields.
This usually has negative consequences on women's ability to maintain household living standards (Fortmann, 1998) . Despite this general erosion of women's rights in land, women are devising coping strategies.
Manuh ( and 1984 had women as purchasers (Birgegard, 1993) . Other women are resorting to sharecropping arrangements whereby they are granted oral licenses to farm for a season or other fixed period.
Others still are able to obtain cultivation rights through joint efforts in village women's groups or cooperatives (Manuh, 1989) . According to Carr (1997) 
Drivers and stoppers of women's access
to land.
Democratic governance
The Zimbabwe Government adopted a non- 
Persistent patriarchal attitudes
Despite According to Mouton (2002:107) , research design is "a set of guidelines and instructions to be followed in addressing the research problem" while Carriger (2000) defines it as the strategy, the plan, and the structure of conducting a research project.
The goal of the research design is to align how the research objective will be achieved, bearing in mind the real concerns and limitations of the project (Mouton & Marais, 2002:32) . Research design must be implemented on these grounds: the research design will obtain appropriate evidence and it will do so with at most efficiency so as to secure usable, unbiased and precise answers to the research questions (Hair et al, 2003) . A research design will typically include:
 How data is to be acquired  What instruments will be employed  How the instruments will be utilised and  The intended means for analysing data collected
In the current study, the research design section will focus on four important aspect of research design -the sampling design, instrument design, and data collection technique and data analysis approach.
Sampling design
When preparing a sampling design, it is important to determine to what extent the design will influence the reliability of the results and whether this will be enough to warrant concern over the dependability of the work or whether the results will still be regarded as significant (Santy et al. 1998:80 (Grafstrom 2010:85) . In this study, the sampling design will cover the target population, sample size and sampling method. what to sample, resulting in two different sampling techniques i.e. probability and nonprobability sampling. Since this study was biased towards a qualitative approach, a nonprobability sampling method was used. Nonprobability sampling is a process in which participants have an unknown chance of being part of the sample (Goodwin, 2012). As indicated earlier on, a purposive and referral (snowballing) sampling technique was used.
Target Population
These techniques allowed the researcher to identify the most qualified respondents to partake in the study. In this study, the interviews were guided by a set of themes that the study aimed to explore.
In the case of this study, the themes were 
Data Collection Method
The current study employed in-depth interviews as a primary data collection method. Primary data was gathered by using an interview guide in which further questions were asked based on how the respondents answered the previous questions asked. 
Data analysis and interpretation
Data analysis is a process of reducing large amounts of collected data to make sense of In terms of family size, the 40 households had a total of 228 children and dependents, giving an average of 6 children per household.
Although some of the older children were away in town, the families were generally large, consisting of the female head of the household and about six children. This is not unusual in rural households, including those headed by men, given the need for labour at family level. However, large families also have implications for food security as will be shown later.
Results presentation and discussions
With respects to settlement, it was found that Given by male relative 8 20
Borrowed from neighbours 9 22.5
Others (given by friend) 2 5
Total 40 100.0
The majority of the women 30% of the sample stated that they were allocated a portion of land from the husband's field. With respect to divorced women, it was argued that they were supposed to be allocated land by the Ministry so that they can to sustain themselves and their children. The same was true for a widow. While it was expected that a widow was supposed to continue to cultivate the land which was left by her deceased husband; it was also unanimously pointed out that if such land is grabbed by the relatives of the husband, then it is imperative that the Ministry to come and solve the land disputes on allocating land to such a widow so that she can have the means of sustenance.
It should be noted, however, that both men and women can also inherit land, but the rules of inheritance vary from tribe to tribe, depending on whether one group follows a patrilineal or matrilineal system. The rules apply to divorced, widowed, single and married men (Mvunga, 1982) .
With respect to inheritance in the event of death, it was unanimously stated that children were supposed to inherit the estate. What was surprising, however, is that the majority of the women were of the view that male children were supposed to exercise overall control over the estate and not the girls.
While it was expected that boys would take control of major assets such as cattle and land, the girls were to get clothes and kitchen utensils. It was generally argued that girls could not inherit the estate because they would get married and live with their husbands.
The views on inheritance, which reflect the weight of tradition in favour of male rather than female children, even by women themselves, were summed up by a 38 year old Korekore widow who stated that 'the boy who has the power would inherit, not the girls, because us women are below the men.'
When probed why she would not like her only daughter to inherit her estate, so that a woman can also be above the men, she replied in a rather resigned manner that 'everywhere you go, men are on top of the women.'
Availability of assets, food insecurity and coping strategies
The female farmers owned the assets and implements indicated in table 3. Besides, those without modern implements were not completely disadvantaged because they had access to the animals and equipment's of their male neighbours. The women stated that they were able to hire the animals to cultivate their fields at a fee - Her 'sister' in the polygamous marriage, a 58-year-old mother of eight, had the same experience. As the senior wife, she was given about 2 ha, but after her husband's death, the land was grabbed without due consideration of the expenses she incurred in developing the land over the years and the case had been since reported to the Ministry. Concerning the need to apply for secure title she indicated that she would also be interested in applying, but raised that they are waiting for the government to release the leases the were promised.
According to a 44-year old Manyika divorcee, 'getting title is a good idea which the government has introduced since it means that the land can now be registered in a farmer's name.' She added that with title, 'there is no pack and go' -referring to the insecurity caused by the fear of eviction. The research has also shown that women farmers do not enjoy security in the land, which they cultivate. The land has been grabbed from widows upon the death of the husband. Therefore, the women welcomed the idea that the government should issue title deeds the small-scale farmers including women.
CONCLUSION
The research has so far attempted to present the results of the field work which was conducted in Simoona Village with respect to the status of women farmers and access to agricultural land under land reform program.
The results show that most women farmers (61.8%) who were sampled were able to access land through their husbands or other male relatives, while it was customary for men to be allocated land, although both men and women can obtain land by other means such as inheritance and allocation from the Ministry the numbers of women beneficiaries are limited.
As for opinion given the results gathered, the government should offer the title deeds to the rural women who are willing to practice agriculture for the betterment and improvement of agriculture, which is the mainstay of the Zimbabwean economy. It will also provide the security to access loans and credits from lending institutions.
Recommendations
This study will, therefore, suggest a number of recommendations in trying to address the status quo of female farmers in Simoona area. It is felt that in this way, individuals will be more motivated to make substantial investments on such land, which they can use as collateral to obtain credit for the purchase of agricultural inputs and machinery, and thus lead to the advancement of peasant production. It is also contended that private investors, both local and foreign, can also undertake such investments in rural areas. 
